Trends in numbers and distribution of the older pupulation, on a state by state basis, are given. The data are brake down into the total older population and the older Negro pupulaticin._ Figures are also broken down by sex and by two age groups -45 through 64 and 65 and over. (CK) 
Percent of State's Population Aged 65 +, 1970
12.0+ 11.0-11.9 10.0-10.9 9.0-9.9 8.0-8.9 Less than 8.0 The distribution of States below the National proportion showed 14 States within one percentage point (8.9-9.8), 7 between 7.9 and 8.8 and an additional 7 with less than 7.97.. Alaska (2.37.) and Hawaii (5.7%) had the lowest concentrations of older persons.
The variations in rates of growth among the States are reflected in the large number of shifts in relative rankings of the States between 1960 and 1970. Only six States had the same rank number in 1970 as they did in 1960. Twenty-three moved up in rank (proportion of older persons increased faster) and 22 States moved down. Of the five States with large movements in rank (change of 10 or more rank numbers) between 1960 and 1970, three (Arizona, Mississippi, and West Virginia) moved up to higher concentrations of older people and two (new Hampshire and Vermont) moved downward.
The map on the front cover, picturing the proportion of each State's population in the 65+ age group, shows vestiges of the previous high proportions of older persons in the agricultural Midwest and New England with a newer and more marked trend for general growth of the older population.
In Florida, the State with the highest proportion of older persons (14.57.), the concentration is a result of in-migration of the elderly rather than of older persons left behind after the out-migration of the younger.
Older persons are not very mobile (less than one percent make interstate moves in any year) but, when they do move, they tend to move to a few selected areas in Florida or in the Southwest.
Disttibution oi the Numbets oi Olden People
Older people tend to live in the larger States in a pattern quite similar to that for the total population. Three States (California, New York, and Pennsylvania) accounted for 25.1% of the elderly and 24.67. of the total population of the United States in 1970. Adding Illinois, Ohio, and Texas brings the figures to 40.47. of the older and 40.8% of the total population. Further additon of Florida, Massachusetts, Michigan, and New Jersey shows that these 10 States had 55.87. of the Nation's older population and 54.87. of its total population.
In other words, of the older persons in the United States, a quarter live in just three States, half live in eight and three quarters live in nineteen. At the other extreme, the 21 smallest States had only 10% of all older Americans.
In 1970, four States had more than a million older people (New York, California, Pennsylvania, and Illinois) with the first two very close to the two million mark. Ohio, Texas and Florida each had more than 980,000, -4-with the remaining States' counts falling off rapidly from Michigan's 750,000. Alaska was last with less than 7,000.
Examination of the trends since 1950 show that the upward trend in the proportion of older people in the population has been constant over time and rather consistent among the States. Forty-two States have shown continuing increases in the percentage of older people and only two States (Alaska and Nevada) have shown decreases as a result of the more rapid growth of the under-65 population than of the 65+ group.
One State (Delaware) had an increase in the proportion of older persons in the 1950s but no change in the 1960s. Six States (Colorado, Connecticut, Indiana, New Hampshire, Vermont, and Washington) showed more rapid growth of their older populations in the 1950s but decreases in the 1960s, probably related to the attraction of younger persons as a result c2 improved economic opportunities.
PART II,
THE OLDER NEGRO POPULATION
Between 1960 and 1970 the number of Negroes 65 years of age and older grew faster than the total Negro population. This age group increased from 1.2 million in 1960 to 1.6 million in 1970.
Since this was a higher rate of growth than that of the total Negro population, the 65+ Negroes accounted for 6.9% of the total Negro population as compared to 6.27 In 1960. Although 6.9% is the national average for the aged Negro population, the trend in numbers and in proportion of this population varied considerably among the States.
Gnowth in Ptopontion 65+
o In three States--Montana, South Dakota, and Idaho--the total Negro population increased but the percentage 65 years of age and over showed actual losses. O In four States--Maine, Arkansas, South Carolina, and West Virginia--the total Negro population sustained losses and the percentage 65+ increased.
O
In seven States--Colorado, Connecticut, Iowa, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Nebraska, and Wyoming--the total population increased at a faster rate than the older.
O Only one State--Mississippi--had decreases in both the total and the aged Negro population, but the greater decrease was in the total rather than the 65+ age group. A 0 The remaining 36 States set the national trend. These States had gains in both their total and aged Negro population with increased proportion 65+, since this age group grew faster than the total.
In terms of rates of change between 1960 and 1970, six States had substantial growth of 100 percent (doubling) or over in their aged Negro popu'lation--North Dakota 175.0%, Alaska 142.2%, Nevada 122.7%, Hawaii 108.8%, Maine 107.3%, and Wisconsin 104.2%. These increases, however, were over very low numbers in 1960, ranging from a low of 8 to a high of 2,051.
In 1970, no State had exactly the same percentage of aged Negroes as the national average, 6.9%. There were 16 States with larger proportions than the national average.
Five of these States were within one percentage point of the average (7.0-7.9). Four States were within two percentage points (8.0-8.8), and three within three points (9.0-9.8). Kentucky, Oklahoma, and Arkansas were between four and six percentage points above the national average (10.0-12.2) while West Virginia, with significant in-migration of elderly Negroes, jumped to 14.0%.
At the lower end of the distribution, 35 States had a smaller percentage of aged Negroes than the national average. Eight of these States were within one rsercentage point lower than the national average (5.9-6.8). Thirteen S'Wys were within two percentage points (4.9-5.8), and seven within three points (3.9-4.8). Seven more States were between four and six percentage points below the national average.
Alaska with 1.2% and North Dakota and Hawaii, tied with 0.97, had the lowest proportion of aged Negroes in their total Negro population.
In terms of relative rank of the States according to the proportion of Negroes 65+, there was considerable shifting of comparative position. Only five States had the same rank in 1970 as in 1960. Twenty seven States moved up in rank and 19 States moved down.
Of the nine States which moved 11 or more rank positions between 1960 and 1970, four--Pennsylvania, North Carolina, Ohio and Florida--moved higher and five--Illinois, Massachusetts, Colorado, Montana, and Idaho--moved lower.
Of the two States with the largest movements of rank numbers, North Carolina moved up 14 and Montana moved down 30.
Olden Negno Population Coneentnated
In terms of numbers, the largest concentration of elderly Negroes was found in the Southern areas (61%) and the five largest States (Calif., N. Y., Pa., Texas, and Ill.) distributed in a pattern similar to that of the total Negro population.
Texas, New York, Louisiana and Georgia accounted for 25.7% of the older and 25.8% of the total Negro population.
Adding Alabama, North Carolina, and Illinois brings these figures to 41.4% and 41.0%, respectively. Further adding Mississippi, Pennsylvania, and California shows that 10 States have 55.8% of the Nation's older Negro population and 55.2% of its total Negro population.
Stated another way, more than a quarter of the older Negro population lives in just 4 States, more than half in 10, and more than three-quarters in 15.
The pattern of concentration was the same in 1960, except that between 1960 and 1970 the Nation's most populous State--California--nearly doubled in aged Negro residents. The older Negro population increased from 36 thousand in 1960 to 69 thousand in 1970.
Because of substantial growth in its aged Negro population since 1960, it replaced Virginia as being among the 10 States with the largest number of older Negroes. Consequently, in 1970, California was Number 10 as compared to Number 16 in 1960, and Virginia moved downward from Number 8 to Number 13.
The 1970 census report reveals that there were 16 States whose older Negro population was in excess of 50 thousand residents--the 7 largest States in population (Calif., N.Y., Pa., Texas, Ill., Ohio, Mich.) and 9 States in the Southern areas (Ala., Fla., Ga., La., Miss., N.C., S.C., Tenn., and Va.). In 1960, only 10 States had more than 50 thousand older Negro residents. ********** Tied in ranking. States with identical quantities receive identical rank number with following rank number(s) skipped to allow fog-n-imber in tie; e.g., three States tied for fifth place will each receive rank of "5" but next State will be ranked "8" to compensate for skipping of 6th and 7th rank.
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